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What is the UNCAT? 

The Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(UNCAT) or (CAT) was adopted by the UN General Assembly 
on 10 December 1984 and came into force on 26 June 1987.

The Convention is the most comprehensive human rights 
instrument that deals with torture and its prevention. 

As of October 2019, UNCAT has 169 States parties.

This comic is inspired by true events, although 
the names of the characters are changed to protect 

their identity. 



LINA'S STORY

SEEKING JUSTICE 
& REMEDY

1



My husband died during a 
police investigation, 2 
years ago. He was a 
suspect in a robbery 

case.

I was told he 
committed 
suicide due to 
pressure... ....but his body was full of 

beating marks. I lodged a 
police report but nothing 
happened. 

We were devastated.....

and we were never certain 
what caused his death.
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 Article 12 of the UNCAT requires State Parties to conduct prompt 
and impartial investigation into allegations of torture. 

Article 14 recognizes the right of torture victims and their 
dependents' redress. 

I struggled over the last three years, 
raising our son alone

and my son, sad to say...

Without any financial and moral support, 
our future remains bleak....

Without knowing the truth... 
I could never move on from this tragedy.

Never 
RECOVERED..... 
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NALINI,THE 

PARLIAMENTARIAN

CRIMINALISING 
TORTURE
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Nalini Subramaniam 
Member of Parliament

Last night, a male detainee was found in his cell, moaning in pain and 
severely beaten.  

This was not the first.... 

We received a memorandum 
from civil society and family 
members of the victim...

...urging us to make torture and ill-treatment illegal!
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But how is that possible 
without a law that prohibits 

torture?

The Convention against Torture was our main reference. 
It sets a clear definition of what torture means.

Today, we talked about amending 
the Penal Code in Parliament. It is 

time to criminalise torture…
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It is a long way to go.... 
 

but i am proud that we are taking 
the first step to prohibit torture

Article 1 of the UNCAT explains what torture 
means while Article 4 requires State Parties to 

criminalise torture.



ZAID,THE PRISON 

OFFICER

REVIEWING 
DETENTION 
PRACTICES 
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It is challenging to manage 
places of detention… 

we have to deal with problems 
like prison overcrowding on a 

daily basis.

Problem like overcrowding is a 
potential risks for ill-treatment to 

occur. 

But we can’t monitor these 
risks on our own….
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That is why we welcome regular 
visits by independent oversight 

bodies like SUHAKAM. 
 

They observe the conditions of 
these centres….

…and their recommendations helped us review our system and 
adopt policies that can help us prevent torture and ill-treatment. 

The guards are 
not around all 

the time. What 
should we do? 

He said the 
other older 
detainees 

disturb him at 
night… 

Maybe install 
CCTV where 
appropriate?



Article 11 of the UNCAT requires State Parties to 
review and monitor policies and practices 

related to persons deprived of liberties in order 
to prevent torture and ill-treatment.
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All in all, we need cooperation from everyone to maintain 
places of detention …

…and well-being of persons deprived of their liberties.



mei li, 

the doctor

RAISING 
AWARENESS
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But the line is very thin...  

Some of us could 
unknowingly cause 
further pain to our 

patient…. 
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As a doctor, my job is 
to treat my patients to 

the best of my 
abilities…



Through our own practices in hospitals, psychiatric 
wards or detention centres 
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A physician or any other 
healthcare providers would 
need greater awareness on 
how their role can prevent, 
rather than lead to torture 

and ill-treatment



Article 10 of the UNCAT obliges State Parties to 
conduct training, raise awareness, and 

disseminate information on the UNCAT to 
relevant professionals.
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We need to learn more 
about practices that 

amount to torture and 
ill-treatment…

Especially practices 
relevant to our 

profession!

I would be interested 
in trainings or 

seminars on CAT…



NOTES



SUPPORT OUR CAMPAIGN CALLING FOR 
MALAYSIA'S ACCESSION TO THE UNCAT!

#ACT4CAT 
#HENTISEKSA  

03-2612 5600 
 humanrights@suhakam.org.my 

www.facebook.com/ACT4CATMalaysia 

twitter.com/ACT4CATMalaysia 


