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KUALA LUMPUR (18 DECEMBER 2023) – The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) has serious concerns on the Government’s proposal to amend several citizenship 

provisions under Part II of the Second Schedule of the Federal Constitution purportedly to 

prevent the misuse of acquiring Malaysian citizenship. We have to date not been provided with 

any data or information of such abuse or misuse in the applications. 

 

SUHAKAM is of the view that amendments to the Federal Constitution must be premised on 

a humane approach to enhance clarify and streamline the process of citizenship applications. 

We wish to emphasize that the proposed amendments, particularly the proposal to abrogate 

Sections 1(e) and 2(3) in Part II of the Second Schedule, could adversely affect vulnerable 

groups like children born out of wedlock, stateless children adopted by Malaysian parents, and 

foundlings. These changes risk deepening the challenges faced by generational stateless 

individuals in Malaysia. 

  

These proposed amendments would then create generational issues of statelessness further 

burdening the State with such people unable to fend for themselves and unable to be productive 

and contribute to the nation. 

  

Moving forward, SUHAKAM urges the Government to adopt a holistic and considerate 

approach in addressing these citizenship issues. This includes conducting thorough research on 

the potential impacts of these amendments and engaging in a comprehensive consultation 

process with a diverse range of stakeholders, including civil society organizations and experts 

in children's rights and statelessness. It's crucial that each amendment be carefully considered 

for its unique implications to ensure that the fundamental rights of all individuals, particularly 

children, are upheld. 

  

Nationality is fundamental to human rights, particularly for children, as it lays the foundation 

for accessing other vital basic rights such as education and healthcare. Guaranteeing each child 

has a nationality extends beyond providing legal identity; it safeguards their future and 

empowers them to contribute fully to society. It is crucial that the proposed citizenship 

amendments undergo thorough examination and revision to ensure alignment with human 

rights values reflecting the Government’s commitment to principles of justice and equality. 

This approach will ultimately enable every child in Malaysia to experience a healthy, educated, 

and fulfilled life. 
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