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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

KUALA LUMPUR (25 OCTOBER 2023) –The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) welcomes the release of the long-awaited ‘Report of the Independent Committee 

on the Management of Foreign Workers’ which was recently released after it was completed 

in 2019. SUHAKAM commends the Government’s progressive move by taking this crucial 

step towards addressing the longstanding issue of forced labour in Malaysia.  

  

SUHAKAM wishes to extend its appreciation to the Independent Committee, led by a retired 

Judge of the Court of Appeal, Dato’ Seri Mohd Hishamudin Md Yunus, alongside committee 

member Mr. Jerald Joseph, both former Commissioners of SUHAKAM who had displayed 

unwavering commitment in addressing foreign workers management issues and underscored 

their dedication to resolving human rights concerns.   

 

With the release of the independent report, SUHAKAM reiterates its call on the Government 

to expedite implementation of the recommendations which include issues of unethical, 

unhealthy, and unfair practices in the recruitment of foreign workers and to comprehensively 

reform relevant policies relating to recruitment, employment and monitoring of foreign 

workers in Malaysia.  

 

In addition to this, SUHAKAM also calls on the Government to expedite the development of 

Malaysia's National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights (NAPBHR), emphasizing the 

importance of business entities respecting human rights. The NAPBHR should be guided by 

the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP BHR), reflecting a 

commitment to accountability in business practices, benefiting both people and the planet.  

  

SUHAKAM remains dedicated to upholding human rights and supporting initiatives that 

contribute to a just and ethical society. We look forward to continued collaboration with the 

Government and other stakeholders in addressing these important issues. 

 

 

-END- 
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