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KUALA LUMPUR (20 OCTOBER 2023) - The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) strongly condemns the Israeli government’s heavy handed and grossly 

disproportionate attack on Palestinian civilians. The complete blockade of Gaza depriving the 

people of Gaza access to basic and vital food and medical supplies is a most serious violation 

of international humanitarian laws. 

 

The assault on civilians on both sides, continuous killing of Palestinian civilians and the 

continuing blockade of Gaza supposedly attacking Hamas is shocking and it is genocide. The 

loss of so many lives in the blast at the Al-Ahli Hospital is a direct result of Israeli assault on 

Gaza and this irresponsible war crime is totally unacceptable and absurd. We are saddened with 

the cavalier and shocking lack of condemnation and response on the death of so many 

Palestinians, exceeding 4,000 lives, from the United States (US) and generally the West, which 

is akin to a policy supporting genocide. 

  

SUHAKAM notes in utter disbelief and disappointment that powerful nations such as US who 

have veto powers vested in them to protect the sanctity of human lives and maintain peace, had 

instead resorted to the use of such power to promote heinous genocide by vetoed a UN Security 

Council resolution that would have called for humanitarian pauses in delivering aid to millions 

in Gaza.  The US failure to respond even with some semblance of civility to the death of so 

many civilians in Gaza indicates support of Israel instead of Palestinians and that their support 

for the annihilation of Palestinians and their right to statehood. The failure to address the root 

cause of the struggle of the Palestinians for 75 years, the gross violations of even basic rights 

and of the Palestinians by Israel and the international community is the root cause of the 

escalation of hostilities and great loss of civilian lives on both sides. 

 

SUHAKAM echoes the statement by the Prime Minister advocating for the immediate 

cessation of bombardment and the establishment of a humanitarian corridor through the Rafah 

border crossing. We urge the Malaysian Government to galvanise support and highlight the 

blatant abuse and complete disregard of the rights of Palestinians at all international fora 

including the UN. 

 

SUHAKAM stands for rule of law and the right of Palestinians to statehood. The massive 

strikes on civilian targets and suggesting “minimal civilian deaths” is shocking as it is a blatant 

violation of the international human rights laws and numerous United Nations (UN) 

Resolutions. 

  

Our heartfelt condolences goes to the grieving families affected by this heart-wrenching 

tragedy and we joins all Malaysians in supporting the pledge and stands in solidarity with 

Palestinians. 
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