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KUALA LUMPUR (11 JULY 2023) - The Children’s Commissioner (CC) reminds parents or
guardians on their responsibility to be more vigilant and mindful of their children’s safety. CC
emphasizes that physical or emotional injury, or the death of children, due to parental negligence is
no longer regarded as accidental rather negligent. The authorities should take stern action against
parents or guardians who are reckless by enforcing the existing provisions in the Child Act 2001
[Act 611], in the best interest of the children.

CC is deeply saddened by the recent deaths of young children including the drowning incident
involving capsized inflatable boat in Baling, Kedah, and various other unfortunate incidents
resulting from negligence.

Data gathered by the Ministry of Health Malaysia reported an increase in the mortality rate of
children under 5 years old in 2018 compared to 2017, with Sabah state recording the highest rate of
child mortality at 12.7 per 1000 live births. This alarming number also indicates that among the
main causes of these preventable deaths are injuries and infections due to lack of immunization.

Physical or emotional injury, or the death of a child caused by parental or guardian negligence or
exposure, is a serious offence under Section 31 of the Act 611, where upon conviction, parents or
guardians can be punished with a fine not exceeding RM50,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 20
years, or both.

The significant increase in the above penalties were amended in the Act 611 in 2016 to serve as
preventive measures against neglectful parents or guardians. In fact, Sections 31 and 33 of Act 611
have been strengthened by adding orders which are restorative in nature including requiring parents
or guardians who are found to be reckless and intentionally leave their children unsupervised to
attend parenting workshops.

Parents or guardians may only be exempted from these charges if they have taken all necessary
safety and precautionary measures.
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