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KUALA LUMPUR (21 JUNE 2023) -The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) is expressing concerns regarding potential issues surrounding overseas postal
voting and actively working towards resolving these concerns. SUHAKAM has identified
several challenges, including the high cost associated with postal voting, difficulties in
receiving and returning the ballot papers, a limited registration period for overseas postal
voters, and the relatively short duration of election campaigns. These challenges have the
potential to hinder overseas voters from timely receipt and return of their ballot papers, thus
impeding their participation in the electoral process.

SUHAKAM strongly upholds the voting rights and democratic participation of all Malaysians,
as guaranteed by Article 119 of the Federal Constitution, as well as reflected in Article 21 of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and Article 25(b) of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

With the State elections drawing near, SUHAKAM emphasizes the urgency of addressing these
issues before the election takes place. We urge the Election Commission (EC) to seriously
consider the recommendations put forth, as they are crucial for ensuring fair and inclusive
participation for all overseas postal voters. The protection of the rights of Malaysians residing
abroad is imperative, and appropriate measures must be implemented to facilitate their
seamless exercise of the right to vote.

SUHAKAM remains committed to engaging with all key stakeholders to advocate for the
voting rights and democratic participation of all Malaysians. We believe that strengthening the
electoral system and addressing the challenges faced by overseas postal voters will contribute
to a more inclusive and robust democracy in Malaysia. For more detailed information, please
visit our website at https://suhakam.org.my/publications/research-thematic-reports/.

-END-
Prof. Dato’ Dr. Rahmat Mohamad
Chairman
Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM)
21 June 2023

Media queries: Contact Mrs. Siti Zaihan Zulkarnain at 0326125696/0123932977 or sitizaihan@suhakam.org.my


https://suhakam.org.my/publications/research-thematic-reports/

