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PRESS STATEMENT

KUALA LUMPUR (28 JUNE 2023) - The recent move by the Ministry of Home Affairs to
amend the provisions of the Federal Constitution in easing the citizenship application of children
born overseas of Malaysian mothers with foreign spouses is a significant shift toward the trajectory
of ending gender-discriminatory nationality.

However, in the attempt to comprehensively overhaul the provision of citizenship enunciated in the
Federal Constitution, it is willfully dangerous in conflating the intention that seeks to refine the
intricate practice of the acquisition of citizenship and ensure greater inclusivity with the potential
for discrimination and exclusion of certain groups.

The proposed amendment is seemingly detached from the necessity to take into consideration the
contextual circumstances of the factors that render individuals especially children statelessness in
the first place. The government has the primary obligation to remove the barriers whilst at the same
time upholding its reins in securing national interests and state sovereignty over citizenship
regulations.

Moreover, children should be regarded as full rights-holder individuals that have the right to
acquire citizenship. On the other hand, the proposed amendments aggravate the subsumption of
their rights under their parents. The proposed amendments should be crafted through the lens of
having the effect of reducing statelessness and the best interest of the children conjunctively.

The Federal Constitution is without a doubt, a rights-based piece of founding document that reflects
our founding fathers’ aspiration for human rights in guiding our nations. This is exemplified by our
former Prime Minister, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein on his explanation found in Hansard when
proposing a safety valve resulting in Article 15A of the Federal Constitution to retain protection or
safeguard against statelessness in the event of hardships and interests of the child to be conferred
the citizenship.

We urge further detailed consultations with all the relevant stakeholders to ensure that all the
previous shortcomings and weaknesses in the law and Federal Constitution be addressed with less
ambiguity and more clarity.
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