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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

KUALA LUMPUR (4 APRIL 2023) – The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) welcomes the passing of the abolition of the mandatory death penalty for 11 

mandatory offenses. The decision to remove the mandatory death penalty is consistent with the 

Commission's advocacy efforts and aligns with Article 5 of the Federal Constitution, which outlines 

a comprehensive framework for safeguarding the fundamental liberties of all Malaysians. 

 

SUHAKAM takes pride in the fact that past and present Commissioners were part of the "Special 

Committee to Review Alternative Sentences to the Mandatory Death Penalty" that provided input 

to the Bill. The Commission thanks the members of the Committee for their efforts in shaping this 

important legislation. 

 

SUHAKAM believes that the elimination of the mandatory death penalty is a positive step towards 

the ratification of the United Nation Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT). 
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