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PRESS STATEMENT 

 

KUALA LUMPUR (14 MARCH 2023) – The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 

(SUHAKAM) held a launch of The SUHAKAM’s Research Report ‘Human Rights and 

Statelessness in Peninsular Malaysia’ as part of its initiatives to produce evidence-based 

findings and recommendations on the issue of statelessness.  

 

Since 2015, SUHAKAM has received 1,291 complaints related to statelessness. While there 

have been significant efforts to understand statelessness from a legal and broader macro 

perspective, less attention has been paid to understanding the micro, intersectional lived 

experiences of stateless persons. To bridge this gap, SUHAKAM appointed Assist. Prof. Dr 

Melati Nungsari in 2021 to conduct a comprehensive study assessing the legal, policy, 

administrative, institutional frameworks, and processes that impact access to citizenship in 

Malaysia. 

 

In her special address, Minister in the Prime Minister's Department (Parliament and Law) YB 

Dato’ Sri Azalina Othman Said acknowledged the seriousness of statelessness as a global issue 

that hinders development and nation-building. She expressed particular concern for stateless 

children's access to basic rights, emphasized the importance of taking a strategic approach to 

address the issue, and called for collaboration between all stakeholders in Malaysia. 

 

Deputy Minister in the Prime Ministers’ Department (Law and Institutional Reform) YB 

Ramkarpal Singh A/L Karpal Singh delivered the keynote address and emphasized Malaysia's 

membership in the UN Human Rights Council for the term 2022 to 2024, bearing a greater 

responsibility to ensure pledges and commitments made at the international level are translated 

into concrete action at the domestic level, for genuine improvement and enjoyment of human 

rights for all. The government is moving forward in addressing the issue of statelessness to 

achieve the Sustainable Development Goals target and in line with the "Masyarakat Madani" 

concept, ensuring that "no one is left behind". 
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A forum moderated by Mr Ragunath Kesavan, SUHAKAM's Commissioner, featured 

esteemed panelists from various backgrounds and expertise Prof. Emeritus Datuk Dr. Hj. Shad 

Saleem Faruqi, Tunku Abdul Rahman Chair as Professor of Constitutional Law, Ms. Jasmine 

Wong Senior Associate from Mah Weng Kwai & Associates, Prof Dato’ Noor Aziah Mohd 

Awal, Vice Chair of SUHAKAM, and Ms. Maalini Ramalo, Director for Social Protection at 

Development of Human Resources in Rural Areas Malaysia (DHRRA Malaysia). The forum 

discussed the legal and administrative barriers faced at the Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA), 

in particular, the National Registration Department (NRD) as the ultimate authority in granting 

citizenship.  This also includes improvement of policy and laws, Standard Operating Procedure 

(SOP) in application, time frame of application and way forward. The research report will be 

distributed in hardcopy to members of parliament, government agencies, academics, and non-

governmental organizations.  

  

The report can be accessed here:  

https://suhakam.org.my/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SUHAKAM_Statelessness.pdf  

 

-END- 

 

Prof. Dato’ Dr. Rahmat Mohamad 

Chairman 

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) 
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