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KUALA LUMPUR (24 MARCH 2023) — The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) would like to express our sincere gratitude to various parties who have contributed
to the release and reunion of Chong Yun Fak after 29 years on death row and 34 years in prison.
We would like to extend our appreciation to DYMM Sultan of Johor, Sultan Ibrahim ibni
Almarhum Sultan Iskandar, the Attorney General Tan Sri Idrus bin Harun, Prisons Department,
human rights activists, and family members for their tireless efforts in securing his release.

We commend all parties involved for their compassionate and merciful approach towards this case.
However, this is not an isolated case and there are many other prisoners in similar situations, and
we urge immediate steps be taken to review all cases involving prisoners held in death row or long-
term incarceration.

SUHAKAM believes that justice must be served, but we also believe that compassion and mercy
should be taken into account, particularly in cases where circumstances warrant it. To expedite the
abolishment of the death penalty in Malaysia, we urge the government to release the report and
recommendations of the Special Committee to Review Alternative Sentences to the Mandatory
Death Penalty. This would enable legislators, policymakers, and society to take necessary steps
towards this crucial goal.
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