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KUALA LUMPUR (28 MARCH 2022) - The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) and the National Human Rights Commission of Nepal (NHRCN) today has
renewed our Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the Rights of Migrant Workers and
People Residing in Both Countries for another two years.

The MoU which was first signed on 14 November 2019 in Nepal was later extended for another
year on 17 December 2020 in response to restriction following the COVID-19 pandemic. Today’s
renewal of the MoU will help intensify existing partnership towards promoting and protecting the
rights of the migrant workers and people residing in both countries through exchange of
information, bilateral communication relating to the complaints, joint monitoring, research, and
other activities.

Thus far through the MoU, SUHAKAM conducted several activities such as engagements with
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs) working on the
issues of Nepalese migrant workers, engagement with the Embassy of Nepal in Kuala Lumpur
and investigating cases of human rights violation faced by migrant workers including the death of
Nepalese migrant workers.

The engagement with the CSOs and the Embassy of Nepal are among the positive outcomes of
the MoU. Through the MoU, the embassy was able to share information and statistic with regards
to the Nepalese migrant workers in Malaysia with SUHAKAM. In addition, through the MoU,
NHRCN will also promote SUHAKAM as one of their partners in addressing human rights issues
of migrant workers in Malaysia throughout their media such as radio announcements. This will
allow NHRCN to disseminate information to a wider Nepalese crowd in rural regions.

Therefore, the renewal of the MoU and the updated Action Plan, and the relaxation made on the
standard operation procedure (SOP) by the Government in the transition to the endemic phase
will allow the parties to resume the planned activities which were deferred previously due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Apart from the signing ceremony with SUHAKAM, the NHRCN will be on their official visit in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 28 March 2022 to 1 April 2022 to conduct a prison visit and meet
with community members from Nepal, CSOs and key agencies who work on issues relating to the
rights of migrant workers in Malaysia.

-END-

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM)

28 March 2022
Media queries: Contact Mrs. Norashikin Hamzah at 03-2612 5687 / 019-621 5336 or shikin@suhakam.org.my

“Human Rights For All”
For enquiries contact the Commission’s front desk on 03-2612 5600



