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KUALA LUMPUR (8 MAY 2021) - The Children’s Commissioner of the Human Rights
Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM), Prof Dato” Noor Aziah Mohd Awal is concerned
with the recent viral video of a child seen smoking e-cigarette or vape, believed provided by
his own father. The Children’s Commissioner is, however, thankful that the police responded
quickly to the reports received and had proceeded to arrest the suspect.

It is a known fact that smoking vape exposes individuals to nicotine, as well as the other
heavy metals, formaldehyde, and chemical by-products of the heating process, which is
detrimental to one’s health. Nicotine liquid if spilled and absorbed through the skin, can lead
to poisoning within a matter of minutes. Nicotine is regarded as poisonous substance under
the Poisons Act 1952 (Act 366). Parents who vape should be made aware, that exposure to,
even small amounts of the liquid nicotine used to refill e-cigarettes, has the capacity to kill a
child.

The Children’s Commissioner stresses that the act of vaping or giving a child vape to smoke
is an offence under Act 366. Encouraging or supplying a minor the vape, is also in violation
of Section 17 of the Act 366 or interpreted as a form of abuse where the father may be
sentenced under Section 31(1)(a) of the Child Act 2001 (Act 364).

The Children’s Commissioner urges the Government to ban or prohibit smoking of vape as it
is dangerous to the smoker, as well as people, more so children, in the same space. Police
must take action towards any person who deliberately provide these to children. Any child at
risk must be rescued by the Department of Social Welfare, to be fostered or cared for, until
the parents have been rehabilitated.
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