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KUALA LUMPUR (23 MARCH 2021) - The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(SUHAKAM) is alarmed at the news of intensifying violence by Myanmar’s military against
peaceful protestors. Since Myanmar’s military took control of the country in a coup in
February, it has declared a one-year state of emergency with an increasing number of people
including political leaders, senior government officials, journalists, political activists and a
number of civil society members, being detained.

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Thomas H. Andrews, in his
report, stated that there exist dozens of videos and images showing the Myanmar military
using excessive force, including brutal beatings of unarmed individuals, unlawful use of less-
lethal weapons such as slingshots, rubber bullets and water cannons. SUHAKAM condemns
the act of violence against peaceful protestors, including vulnerable groups such as women,
youth and children.

SUHAKAM reiterates the importance of ensuring the rights to freedom of opinion and
expression, peaceful assembly and association of the people must be fully respected and
upheld. The attempt to delegitimise democratic governance through military force, in any
means, must stop. All parties in Myanmar must be involved to resolve any electoral
discrepancies through legal mechanisms and inclusive dialogues. The Myanmar military and
those wielding power are obligated to prioritize the restoration of peace and stability for all in
Myanmar. SUHAKAM urges Myanmar’s military to take definitive action to reinforce
security, re-establish safe parameters and commit to avoiding harm and preserving life.

SUHAKAM urges all relevant parties in Myanmar to increase engagement efforts in the
interest of upholding the principles of the ASEAN Charter, notably the principle of
democracy, adherence to the rule of law, good governance, the protection of human rights
and respect for fundamental freedoms. As a National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) and
current Chair of the Southeast Asia NHRI Forum (SEANF), SUHAKAM will continue to
advocate for peace, to work in partnership with SEANF Members as a regional mechanism to
promote, protect and fulfil human rights of the peoples in the Southeast Asia region.
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